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Under his protection the Greek and Latin classics were most excellently translated into Italian; painting flourished, and arrived at its perfection; and sculpture came so near the aucients, that the works of his time, both in marble and bronze, are now called antico-moderno.
Alexander VI., together with his natural son, Caesar Borgia, was famous for his wickedness, in which he and his son too surpassed all imagination. Their lives are well worth your reading. They were poisoned themselves by the poisoned wine which they had prepared for others: the father died of it, but Csesar recovered.
Sixtus V. was the son of a swineherd, and raised himself to the Popedom by his abilities; he was a great knave, but an able and a singular one.
Here is history enough for to-day: you shall have some more soon. Adieu I
London, June 21, 0. S. 1748.
DEAR BOY,
YOTTE very bad enunciation runs so much in my head, and gives me such real concern, that it will be the subject of this, and I believe of many more letters. I congratulate both you and myself that I was informed of it (as I hope) in time to prevent it; and shall ever think myself, as hereafter you will I am sure think yourself, infinitely obliged to Sir Charles Williams for informing me of it. Good God 1 if this ungraceful and disagreeable manner of speaking had, either by your negligence or mine, become habitual to